Lipoxins: revelations on resolution.
Lipoxins (LXs) are endogenously produced eicosanoids typically generated during cell-cell interactions. In this article, the compelling evidence from in vitro and in vivo model systems that LXs actively promote the resolution of inflammation is reviewed. Of particular interest are indications that stable synthetic analogues of LXs and aspirin-triggered 15-epi-LXs can mimic many of the desirable anti-inflammatory, "pro-resolution" actions of native LXs. Given the enhanced stability and efficacy of these compounds a role as novel anti-inflammatory therapeutics is proposed.